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I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

Historic Names: Larldn\ High School, tlie Teacherage, South Miami School, 
Sunset Elementary School 
Legal Description: 

Township 54, Range 41, Section 31 7.60 AC 
Kingsley Sub 

N396FT OF Wl/2 LOT 1 & W126.54FT OF E652.70FT OF El/2 LOT 1 
LESS N45 & W35FT THEREOF 

Owners: 

Board of Public Instruction 
Dade County 
1410 NE 2 Ave. 

Miami, FL 33132 

Folio Number 30 4131 016 0050 

Areas of Significance: Education, Architecture 


Ratings: 

Architecture, 2; History, 1; Context, 1 
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HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE 

Sunset Elementary School, -constructed in 1915, is significant for its age and for its 
architectural style. Located on die school grounds are tvvo other structures of major 
historical Significance, the Teacherage and Larking High School. These two wood 
frame structures were constructed in 1911 and are two of the few remaining 
examples of structures built in connection with pioneer education in Dade County. 

Sunset Elementary School is located now within unincorporated Dade County, but 
was originally part of Larking an early pioneer community. The community of 
-j • unr foimrted r.J MH. Ufhrn .wilron A T irWnr trtnbhTbjd offio# end 

; the area. in IS96 l i> establish a suliool . Adam C. Riuhaid s duualcd a piece ofland al 
the comer of Erwin and Sunset Drive for the school and three pioneers built a one 
i room schoolhouse. That school was named Coco Plum.* 

j B y the Florida East Coast Railroad had reached the area and Larkin/became a 
= weekly stop on the way to Homestead. That began an era of growth for the small 
! community of Larking. It was also around this time that the Coco Plum school 
became known as the Larkins 7 School I n 1911. the students outgrew the one-room 
! structure and it was relocated to the future site of Sunset Elementary School. In 

| —- - -- -**— J:_a, ------ - 4..J i....... . t -,.,1 , 

I students and^the Teacherage , an L-shaped wood frame structure was built to house 

! the teachers. * 2 "" " ~ ---- 

i ! 

j main Missio njtyk- bmTdin g was constructed in 1915 a nd was designed by an 
I architect witlithe last name of Eich . Originally this building had three classrooms 
downstairs and one classroom and an auditorium upstairs. Mary Larking, daughter 


Jean Taylor, Th$ Villages of South Dade, (St. Petersburg, FL: Byron Kennedy and 
Company), 22-26,34. 

2 Anonymous, "Sunset Elementary School History," Found in the Dade County Historic 
Site Survey Files at Dade County Historic Preservation Division; Dade County Historic 

Preservation Division, Survey file on Sunset Elementary School, architectural and historical 
information. 
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of town founder was one of two teachers at the school. Ms. Larkins had 33 students 
and the principal and teacher, Martha Neal had 40 students. Tire school taught 
' grades from elementary to high school. An archway additio n was added to the main 
building in 1924. Bv 1927 s even teachers taught one hundred and eighty six 
students andthe school’s first cafeteria was established on the porch of die 
Teacherage. 1 he school’s name was changed to South M iami School in J928_ and to 
Sunset Elementary School in 1952. Several additions were made to die school over 
! the years. An auditorium was added in 1939, a new cafeteria in 1946 and a 
: kindergarten wing in 1969/ 

I 

Sunset Elementary School has been educating area children for seventy-nine years. 

> yhe other two wood frame structures on die school grounds have stood on the 
present site since 1911 and are two or last remaining wood frame school structures 
! ,‘n ftarte CrOuntY All rtirwt ^mir.nirr.s arn hisTnnnallv risniifirant fn the histnnr nf 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

( 
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1. Larkins High School (1911) 

This building is presently situated east of Sunset Elementary School's playing fields 
! within a shady oak grove. It is a very small one room frame vernacular schoolhouse 
resting on concrete block piers. The schoolhouse is one story in height, rectangular 
1 in plan, with the gabled elevations from front to back (east and west 
facades respectively). The front or entry facade feces west and it has four concrete 
■ steps leading up to a paneled door with wood frame and dnp molding. The longer 
(north and south) elevations have two window bays each with wood frames and sills 
j with drip molding. Although the windows are shuttered previous information 
I indicates that they are double hung sash 2/2 wood frame types. The asphalt 
shingled roof has exposed rafters at eaves with wide gabled string course below 
; at gabled ends. All elevations are faced with vertical weather boarding and have 
; comer boards. Flooring is composed of wood planks. (Although the building has. 
been used for storage for several years it should be noted that its important historical 
background, simple and exemplary style, straightforward functional character, 
present setting, and good restorable condition should permit much better use of it 
| in the near future. \ 


Ibid. 

i 


i 












> 


2. Teacherage (1911) 

! The Teacherage is located at the southwest comer of tlie cluster of buildings tiiat 
compose Sunset Elementary School. It is a one story wood frame vernacular 
type building, L shaped with an east wing addition. The structure rests on concrete 
block piers and various stairs rise lour to five steps to doors found on north, east 
and south elevations. The roof has gabled ends from front to end (north to south) 

; with an additional cross gable terminating at S.W. 52 Avenue (or "Schoolhouse 
j Road"). Asphalt shingles top the gabled roofs as well as tlie shed roof that covers 
! oast addition. The exterior walls have clapboard siding, double hung sash 2/2 
wood framed windows, comer boards at ends and ventilation grills near tlie tops of 
| each gabled end. 

! Tlie east elevation (addition wing) has a series of wood framed, laterally sliding, 
windows with eight panes each Recent additions include metal mesh grills for 
window security, double hung 1/1 aluminum framed windows with formica (?) 
panels below each (at north and south ends) and several mounted a.c. wall units on 
| roost elevations. Main access is through tire north elevation where one wing of the 
"L" is recessed. At the intersection comer of tlie L there is a small shed roofed 
| entrance with double metal doors that serve as the main entry. They are accessible 
! by climbing four concrete steps. Additional doors are found on the north, east and 
j south elevations. 

| Among the series of school buildings facing S.W. 52 Avenue (formerly School 
House Road), the Teacherage is by far is the oldest. It is in good condition, 
still in use and due to its location, provides a very visible link with the school's 
earliest days. 

3* Main Building (1915) 

| As tlie wood.framed buildings were quickly filled beyond capacity, a two storied 
| Mission style masonry building was constructed to provide additional classroom 
; s P ace - Today, this building is centrally located within the cluster of buildings that 
make up Sunset Elementary. The north elevation faces Sunset Drive ( S.W. 72nd 
| Street) and identifies the school by name on its facade. The south elevation faces 
i a central school courtyard. The west elevation connects the building with the main 
| °® ce by a covered walk way and tlie east elevation connects with additional class 
; rooms through long arched corridors (see site plan diagram for orientation). 

Ignoring the adjacent (1924) addition, this structure forms a flat roofed "L" shape, 
with the open space of tlie "L" facing east. This open space forms a small inner 
courtyard further enclosed by the arched halls of the addition building. Since each 
of this building's elevations is distinct, they will be described separately. 
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The north elevation (feeing Sunset Drive) lias six window bays of paired double 
ihiing bash 3/1 wood frame windows. Below, each window pairing has a continous 
masonry sill. Between fee upper and lower story' windows are three rectangular 
'framed reliefs which spell out in painted letters "Sunset Elementary School." The 
upper parapet end is quite elaborate. It has square, diamond shaped, rectangular 
and quatrefoil framed reliefs. Two truncated fimals are located at each end. A 
central parapet with bellcote and siil crowns the north facade. All fee uppermost 
ends are framed by a running masonry band. Today, the north elevation has been 
extended visually by fee north facade of fee 1924 addition. Die addition’s wall was 
built flush widi fee wall of the 1915 building (no attempt was made to differentiate 
the two). 


tThe west elevation is the main or entry facade for fee building. At one time it was 
quite beautiful and elegant but it has suffered a series of unfortunate alterations over 
fee years. There are two slightly projecting wings at each end, each wife a 
fruncated Flemish scroll parapet pierced by a quatrefoil. Both also have masonry 
bands wife decorative rectangular patterns in relief between fee first and second 
stories. The original window bays above and below fee rectangular reliefs have 
since been stuccoed over so tnat each wing appears as a single stuccoed mass wife 
fee bands providing visual interest. Lower story flower boxes and upper story 
tide awnings over the windows have also been removed. Joining these two lateral 
wings is an arcaded central mass,, slightly recessed, wife five bays of round arches 
Each bay of fee first floor arcade is matched above with one or two windows. The 
windows are double hung sash 3/1 wood framed, some with metal mesh screens for 
sfccurity protection. Between the two stories are rectangular decorative patterns in 
relief where fee old school name was once identified ("Larkins Public School"). 

The letters are now stuccoed over and undistinguiskable. At top center of the 
facade is a bellcote parapet wife siil. A running masonry band tops the roof and 
parapet edges. Behind fee arcade is a vestibule feat provides access to classrooms 
and entry hall. The main entrance is at fee left end and it leads into a corridor that 
has a staircase connecting to the second story level and with fee arcaded halls of 
fee addition building. Each classroom door off the vestibule is one step above the 
concrete floor and is of wood with trumeau lights. The main vestibule wall also 
has a circular seal of fee state of Florida dedicated with a small bronze plaque 
This facade, as well as all of fee facades of fee building, has fee slight distinction of 
a! base. This is a slightly projecting band about eight inches above the ground 
level sometime^ referred to as a water table band. A covered walkway now meets 
fee west facade above one of the. arched bays. It joins fee older building with fee 
mjain office building immediately to fee west. 


i 

i’ 







- ,, thri w e how unsympathetic alterations and 

Perhaps nowhere ,s There i, a dramatic 

interesting elevation can still be disc~me . 

almoUtJl uie groan , , ft seement being slightly recessed from the 

The elevation has two segments, me Lett segm & . „ KuUrtihcV north 

one at right The left segment is basically a duplication of the building s north 
one at ngm. auc & seement though similar, does not have 

fpcade discussed previously. The right segment, a . , ,, 

the bellcote parapet at top center. At its left end (ground floor) there is a 
entrance protected by a small shed roof on brackets above. The two window bays 
at this level have been stuccoed over. Louvered ventilation openings below each 
window bay of the south elevation have also been stuccoed over. 

It should be noted that two important features are ideahfied w * * e 
One is the central flag pole located south east of die building and the other is the 
central school courtyard. The courtyard serves as a unifying green space for vano 
buildings of differing styles and dates. The south facade's proximity to these 
reinforces a strong historical continuity for the school. 

4. Mission Addition (1924) . , 

Adjacent to and east of the original 1915 building is a two story Mission sfyle 
masonry wing that extends “L" shaped from the old mam building to the 1940 s 
cafetonum. It encloses the central school courtyard on two sides by a senes of 
arched halls that resemble a cloister. The arched bays of the halls are found at both 
first and second story levels. The north wing has ten bays facmg the courtyard 
with round arches. The second story bays have been walled m at lower half and 
topped with an iron hand rail. Masonry bands are located below each rail and 
span the continuouslength between first and second stories. The hall is protected 
by a shed roof widi exposed jig-cat rafters at eaves. Hie east wing of the addition 
facing the courtyard is spanned by eighteen arched bays on the first story. Each is 
matched with a square bay (post and lintel) bay at die second story.. The upper 
level columns "rest" on a continuous masonry band and have very simplified 
bands at dieir top ends drat identify a capital of sorts. The shed roof of this hall has 
exposed jig-cut rafters supported on a continuous masonry lintel. 

The facades facing outwardly are very modest institutional type facades that lack 
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the decorative embellishments of the 1915 main building. The addition's north wall 
joins flush to die older structure without any significant transition between the two. 
Windows (double hung sash 3/3 wood framed) are in sets of two or five and 
have masonry sills below. Roof rafters are jig-cut and exposed. The left end of this 
elevation has no openings except two small ventilation windows within slightly 
j recessed quadrangles. It can be assumed that the stuccoed over quadrangles had 
at one time larger (double hung) window types. The addition's east wall is the 
longest continuous building facade at the school. Near die right end there is an 
arched hall entry that allows access to the arched balls of die interior. This entry 
is covered by a covered walk that connects die 1924 addition with more recent 
school buildings to die east. There are ten large window bays, one on each story, 
with an interesting version of the louvered windows so favored in South Florida. 
These are wood framed with each louver subdivided into diree or four glass panes. 
A typical bay has a wider louvered row at center widi narrower row's at each side. 
As in the north wing jig-cut rafters are exposed and die hipped roof of composition 
shingles is presently in need of repair. Recessed segments along the wall indicate 
j vertical circulation points. The east wing of this addition ends with a hall opening 
out to a service driveway. Immediately to the west, the addition connects with 
the cafetorium building. 

! 5. Old Auditorium (1939) 

; Not to be confused with the present cafetorium building, this building was 
| constructed in 1939 to serve as an auditorium and was divided into classrooms by 
the early 1950’s. It is located at the very' visible soudieast comer of the intersection 
; of Sunset Drive and S. W. 52nd Avenue. It is a one story masonry building of 
[ institutional character with front to end gabled roof (composition roll). Although 
j rectangular in plan, shed roofed wings on each side (east and west elevations) 

: actually extend the building’s foot print into a "T". The main entry elevation is the 
I north facade which faces directly onto Sunset Drive. It is by far the most interesting 
! fecade of the building. The facade center projects slightly forward and is capped 
| by a boxed gable engaging projection at eaves. A small round ventilation grill is 
| located below the gable end. The main entrance is through two double paneled 
j doors with trameau light flanked by pilasters. Above the entry' is a neoclassical j 
• pediment (broken segmental) with ball fimal at center. The doors are approached by 
four concrete steps with metal railing. To each side of the projecting center of the 
facade is a very narrow wood framed window' strip (double hung sash 2/2). 

The building’s west side faces S.W. 52nd Avenue (formerly "School House Road”). 
Large aluminum framed awning windows face the street along with smaller DHS 
6/6 wood framed windows on the small side wings. The east elevation has a series 

! i 
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of jalousie windows but a covered walk addition and adjacent main office building 
' partially obscure the Facade. The south facade of tills building is completely 
: obscured by a covered hall that connects it with a later addition.. 













IMPACTS: Impact of the designation on proposed public improvements, renewal 
projects or private development. 

Designation would have the effect of bringing any plans for alterations to the 
property before the Preservation Board for review. Designation will not affect 
current zoning. 

!STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

j 

Staff recommends the designation of Sunset Elementary School located at 
5120 Sunset Drive as a local historic site. 

SPECIAL STANDARDS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS: 

Any special standards will follow die general guidelines as recommended for 
historic structures as detailed in die "Rules and Regulations for Review of 
Historic Site Designation and Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness." 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE PROPERTY: 


Whereas, Sunset Elementary School, constructed in 1915, is an excellent 
example of Mission Architecture, and 

Whereas, located on the school site are two wood frame structures built in 1911, 

|the Larkins High School and the Teacherage, and 

I 

Whereas, Larkins High School and the Teacherage are two of the few remaining 
structures connected with pioneer education in Dade County , and 

Whereas, Sunset Elementary' School is located at 5120 Sunset Drive in 
Township 54S, Range 41E, Section 17, Kingsley Sub, N396 FT of Wl/2 Lot 1 & 
W126.54 FT of E652.70 FT of El /2 Lot 1 LESS N45 & W35 FT, Thereof 


i 

i 

i 


: Designation is approved as evidenced by the signature of the 
Historic Preservation Board Chairman. 

















PT.AN nE SUNSET ELEMENTARY SCHOOL i* Larkin High School (1911) 

-' — ~ 2 . Teacherage Building (1911) 

3. Main Building (19 LI) 

4. 1924 AddiCion 

5. Old Auditorium (1939) 
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SOUTH MIAMI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
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Old Auditorium (1939), 


north'(frontal) 


slavation 


facing S.W. 


72nd Avenue. 























































































































































































